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	The northern Great Plains (NGP) population of piping plover (Charadrius melodus) was listed as threatened in the United States and endangered in Canada in 1985.  Each summer, 25 to 40% of the NGP population (50 to 80% of plovers in the U.S. NGP) nest on open beaches associated with alkali wetlands in an eight-county area of northwestern North Dakota and northeastern Montana (Plissner and Haig 2000a), with most of the remaining birds nesting on the Missouri River system.  In Montana, piping plovers are primarily located on alkali wetlands in Sheridan County, with a smaller population associated with sandbar habitat on the Missouri River below Fort Peck Dam and on barren beaches associated with Fort Peck Reservoir (Atkinson and Dood 2005) (Figure 10).  Very small populations are also found at Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge, Nelson Reservoir, and Alkali Lake in Pondera County.  
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