
  
       The  Arod  Lake s  IBA i s  a  complex  o f  l ake s  and  sma l l  
wet l ands  su r rounded  by  na t i ve  p ra i r i e  on  the  Rocky  
Mount a in  Front  nor thea s t  o f  the  town  o f  Choteau .  The  
IBA i s  managed  jo in t l y  by  the  U.S .  F i sh  and  Wi ld l i fe  

Se r v i c e ,  a s  a  Wate r fow l  P roduc t ion  Area ,  and  the  
Mont ana  Depar tment  o f  F i sh ,  Wi ld l i fe  and  Pa rk s  

a s  a  Wi ld l i fe  Management  Area .  Twenty  pe rcen t  
o f  the  a rea  i s  p r i va te l y  owned .  I s l ands  on  the  
ma in  l ake  suppor t  one  o f  on l y  four  ne s t ing  
co lon ie s  o f  Amer i can  Whi te  Pe l i c ans  in  

Mont ana .  Doub le - c re s t ed  Cormorant s ,  
R ing -b i l l ed  Gu l l s ,  and  Ca l i fo rn i a  Gu l l s  a l so  ne s t  

he re ,  bu t  re cen t  e s t ima te s  o f  the i r  number s  a re  
l a ck ing .  Dur ing  sp r ing  and  f a l l  m ig r a t ion ,  peak  

number s  o f  Snow Geese  and  Ros s ' s  Gee se  exceed  40 ,000  
and  5 ,000 ,  re spec t i ve l y,  in  some  yea r s .  At  b reed ing  co lo -
n i e s ,  Amer i can  Whi te  Pe l i c ans  c an  be  shy  and  a re  p rone  
to  de se r t  e gg s  o r  sma l l  young  i f  approached  by  humans .  
The  l ake  re ce i ve s  a  f a i r  amount  o f  f i sh ing  p re s su re  ( the  
s t a t e  re co rd  fo r  c a r p  comes  f rom the  ma in  l ake ) ,  wh i ch  
pose s  a  th rea t  to  the  pe l i c ans  dur ing  the  ne s t ing  s ea son .
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Arod Lakes  IBA

www.mtaudubon.org

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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American 
White  Pel icans  
and  Cal i forn ia  
Gul l s  re ly  on  
hab i t a t s  w i th in  
th i s  IBA .



       Arod Lakes

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  emphas i z e s  s c i ence -  
ba s ed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  
b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural      
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  

Impo r t a n t  
B i r d  A r e a

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s      
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

>  Amer i can  Whi te  Pe l i c an
>  Ca l i forn i a  Gu l l
>  Doub le -cres ted  Cormorant
>  Ross ’  Goose
> Snow Goose

 

Landscape by Amy Seaman

 - MT Important Bird Areas

For more in format ion contact  
Amy Seaman: aseaman@mtaudubon.org  

cormorant  photo by Mike Chapman


