
  
          Nestled against  the Canadian border in nor thwest 
Montana,  Glacier National Park is  a largely intact  wildl i fe 
r ich centerpiece of the "Crown of the Continent"  ecosystem. 
Alpine tundra,  glaciers ,  mountain peaks,  and old-growth 

forests  provide spectacular scener y and a wealth of 
biodiversity  that makes this  s i te a national treasure.  

More than 275 species of  birds have been obser ved 
in the park ,  including at  least  14 species of  global  
or continental  conser vation concern. For two of 
these,  Olive -s ided Flycatcher and Cassin 's  Finch, 

numbers are suf f icient to qualify  the park as an 
IBA of Global s ignif icance.  Glacier Park is  one of 

the only known nesting areas for Northern Hawk
Owls in Montana and it  is  one of the best  places in the 

state to f ind nesting Harlequin Ducks and White - tai led 
Ptarmigan. Primar y conser vation concerns are the melting of 
glaciers  and impacts from wildf ires due to cl imate change.  As 
glaciers  disappear,  f low rates in rivers and water fal ls  wil l  
decrease,  l ikely reducing numbers of nesting Harlequin 
Ducks,  Black Swif ts ,  and others rel iant on this  habitat .  Wild-
f ires have burned over vast  areas of the park in recent years.
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Glac ier  Nat ional  Park IBA

www.mtaudubon.org

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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Harlequin  
Ducks  and  
Black Swi f ts  re ly  
on  hab i t a t s  w i th in  
th i s  IBA .
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Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  emphas i z e s  s c i ence -  
ba s ed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  
b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  We are  especia l ly  interested in obser vat ions  of        
Har lequin Ducks  and Black Swif t s .

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s      
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

>  Whi te - t a i l ed  P tarmigan
> Ba ld  Eag le
>  B l ack  Sw i f t
>  Cass in ’s  F inch
> Har lequ in  Duck
> Nor thern  Hawk Owl  (above)

>  Ol i ve - s ided  F lyca tcher  
 

Landscape by Chr i s  Berr y

For  more  in format ion  contac t  
Amy Seaman : a seaman@mtaudubon .org  

Hawk Owl  photo by Bob Mar t inka


