
Lake  He l ena  Important Bird Area (2,072 hectares ) is  a 
shal low back-water created in 1906 by the development of 
Hauser Dam. Lake Helena is  the largest  under-developed marsh 

and wetland site in the Helena Valley.  The site’s  open water is  
surrounded by riparian cottonwood and wil low vegation, 

native prairie,  marshland, hay meadows and pasture.  
These features,  in addition to i ts  location on 
the boundary between the Central  and Pacif ic  
migrator  y f lyway,  make the area important for 
both migratory and breeding birds.  Where Ten 
Mile Creek empties into the lake,  a unique delta 

with gravel  and sandbar features attracts  migrator y 
shorebirds.  Over 170 species have been recorded 

using the  habitat ,  including species of  concern l ike 
Long-bi l led Curlew, Bobolink, and Great Blue Heron that 
choose the site for nesting.  A pair  of  Bald Eagles also regularly 
nest  there.  A Wild i fe  Managment Area lying just  northwest of  
the lake provides hunting and recreation access ,  though there 
are some seasonal closures to protect waterfowl.  Urbanization, 
non-native carp,  and water pollution are the greatest  local  
threats  to the area.
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Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are key s i tes  that  prov ide    
essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or

par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    
migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons
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Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  B i rd  
Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  iden t i f y -
ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  b i rd s .  The  
IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  i s  an  emphas i s  on  s c i ence -ba sed  
iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  b i rd s  and  
the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  loca l  s t eward -
sh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  
l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  
gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  
Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  
to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  
on  the  pa r t  o f  l andowner s  and  l and  
manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  
iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  war r an t  p r io r i -
t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  con -
s e r va t ion  a c t ions .  You can help 
with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA 
by submitt ing your  bird obser va -
t ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  
an onl ine bird s ight ing database .     

Lake Helena

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s       
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

> Amer i can  Whi te  Pe l i c an
> Ba ld  Eag le
> Bobo l ink
> Clay -co lored  Sparrow
> Fors ter ’s  Tern
> Frank l i n ’s  Gu l l
> Long -b i l l ed  Cur lew
> Wi l low F lyca tcher
> Wi l son ’s  Pha l a rope
> Ye l low-headed  B l ackb i rd
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For  more  in format ion  contac t  Montana  Audubon  Conser va t ion  
Program Manager, Amy Seaman : a seaman@mtaudubon .org , 

or  Las t  Chance  Audubon  Soc ie ty :
l a s t chanceaudubon@gma i l . com 




