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           Pablo National Wildli fe Refuge (NWR) and Import -
ant Bird Area (1,030 hectares)  encompasses a large reser voir 
surrounded by stands of cottonwood and wil low, pothole 

wetlands,  and rol l ing agricultural  f ields near the base of 
the Mission Mountains.  The refuge is  located within 

the Flathead Indian Reser vation. Extensive mud-
f lats  exist  within the refuge when water levels  are 
low, and this  feature attracts  many shorebirds 
during southern migration in the late summer.  
Up to 18 species and over 1000 individual shore-

birds have been counted on one day in August.  
This area also provides migration stopover habitat  

for Redhead ducks that may congregated by the thou-
sands.  In addtion, Bald Eagles have nested here for many 
years along with water fowl species such as Green-winged 
Teal ,  and Canada Goose,  and colonial  nesting species such as 
Great Blue Heron. The refuge is  used mostly by f isherman 
and birdwatchers,  and por tions are closed in spring to 
provide a sanctuar y for nesting water fowl and migrating      
shoreb i rd s .  
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Baird ’s  
Sandpiper  and  
Semipalmated 
Plovers  re ly  on    
hab i t a t s  w i th in  th i s  
IB A .

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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       Pablo  NWR

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  i s  an  emphas i s  on  
s c i ence -ba sed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  
o f  b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  I f  you are  planning on v i s i t ing CSK T lands  you 
wi l l  need a  Tribal  Recreat ion Permit .    

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s      
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

>  Redhead
> Semipa lmated  Sandp iper
   ( above)
>  Leas t  Sandp iper
>  Ba i rd ’s  Sandp iper
>  S t i l t  Sandp iper
>  Semipa lmated  P lover
>  Ba ld  Eag le  
 

Landscape by Janene L ichtenberg

For  more  in format ion  contac t  Amy Seaman : 
a seaman@mtaudubon .org , or  

J anene  L i ch tenberg : J anene_L ich tenberg@SKC .edu
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Impo r t a n t  
B i r d  A r e a


