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Ronan Hawk Roost  IBA

www.mtaudubon.org

Rough- legged 
Hawks  re ly  on  
hab i t a t s  w i th in  th i s  
IB A .

  
         The  Ronan  Hawk  Roos t  and  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area                                        
( <200  hec t a re s )  encompas se s  the  co re  u se  a rea  o f  the  
l a r ge s t  known communa l  roos t ing  s i t e  o f  w in te r ing  

Rough - l e gged  Hawks  in  the  wor ld .  The  roos t  i s  l o ca ted  
on  p r i va te  l and  w i th in  the  F l a thead  Ind ian  

Rese r va t ion  and  i s  a  s t and  o f  Doug l a s  f i r,  
pondero sa  p ine ,  and  wes te rn  l a rch ,  ne s t l ed  in  
the  Mi s s ion  Mount a in  footh i l l s .  Rough - l e gged  
Hawks  a re  a t r a c ted  to  the  va l l e y ’ s  l a r ge  number  
and  acce s ib i l i t y  o f  vo l e s  th roughout  the  w in te r.  

Some  yea r s  ove r  300  hawks  roos t  n i gh t l y,  f ann ing  
ou t  in  the  morn ing  to  hunt  in  su r round ing  f a rm -

l ands  and  pa s tu re .  Rough - l e gged  hawks  a re  not  the  
on l y  r apto r  d rawn  to  the  va l l e y  in  w in te r ;  Red - t a i l ed  
Hawk ,  Ba ld  and  Go lden  Eag l e ,  and  Shor t - e a red  Owl  a re  
a l so  common.  Th i s  un ique  loca t ion  was  d i s cove red  and  
s tud i ed  by  the  Unive r s i t y  o f  Mont ana  dur ing  the  90 ’ s .  
V i s i t a t ion  to  the  IBA i s  not  encouraged  s ince  the  s i t e  i s  
p r i va te l y  owned ,  bu t  r apto r s  c an  be  s een  regu l a r l y  
th roughout  the  va l l e y.  

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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Hawk Roost

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s      
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  va l l ey  
and  IBA 

>  Rough- l egged  Hawk
> Red- ta i l ed  Hawk ( above)
>  Ferrug inous  Hawk
> Ba ld  Eag le
>  Go lden  Eag le
>  Shor t -eared  Owl
 

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  i s  an  emphas i s  on  
s c i ence -ba sed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  
o f  b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  raptor  obser vat ions  f rom throughout  the 
va l ley  through Montana Natural  Heri t age  Program or  at  
ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing database .  

For  more  in format ion  contac t  Amy Seaman : 
a seaman@mtaudubon .org , or  

J anene  L i ch tenberg : J anene_L ich tenberg@SKC .edu
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