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           The  Sa fe  Harbor  Mar sh  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  (53  
hec t a re s )  i s  a  Na ture  Conse r vancy  p roper t y  tha t  i s  managed  
a s  a  w i ld l i fe  p re s e r ve .  The  s i t e  i s  a c tua l l y  a  sma l l  bay  con -

nec ted  by  s ide  channe l s  to  the  l a rge  open  body  o f  wa te r  
compos ing  F l a thead  Lake .  Though  sma l l ,  ove r  130  

spec i e s  o f  b i rd s ,  many  b reed ing ,  have  been  counted  
he re  in  th i s  un ique  low - e l e va t ion  f re shwa te r  
mar sh .  The  mar sh  ha s  bu l ru sh  and  ca t t a i l s  a long  
the  edge  tha t  p rov ide  hab i t a t  fo r  ne s t ing  spec i e s  
l i ke  Red -w inged  B l ackb i rd ,  Ye l low -headed  B l ack -

b i rd ,  Mar sh  Wren ,  Song  Spar row  and  Common 
Ye l lowthroa t .  Mixed  Doug l a s  f i r  and  ponderosa  p ine  

con i fe r  fo re s t  sour rounds  the  mar sh  and  suppor t s  
fo re s t  spec i e s  such  a s  Wes te rn  Wood  Pewee ,  Red -b rea s t ed  

Nutha t ch ,  v a r ious  f l yc a t che r s  and  both  B l ack- c apped  and  
Mount a in  Chick adee .  Ba ld  Eag l e s  a re  known to  ove r -w in te r  
in  the  a rea  and  othe r  r apto r s  such  a s  Osprey  and  Nor the rn  
Goshawk  can  a l so  be  s een .  The  Na ture  Conse r vancy  i s  com-
mi ted  to  s t ewardsh ip  a t  the  Sa fe  Harbor  mar sh ,  and  so  the  
s i t e  i s  p rotec ted  f rom deve lopment  and  hab i t a t  de s t ruc t ion ,  
and  i s  open  fo r  v i s i t a t ion .
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Cal l iope      
Hummingbirds  
and  Ruf fed 
Grouse re ly  on  
hab i t a t s  w i th in     
th i s  IBA .

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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Safe  Harbor
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Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s       
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 
(above  -  Pho to  by  Mar i a  
Man ta s , TNC )  

>  Ru f fed  Grouse
> Ca l l iope  Hummingb i rd
>  Ru fous  Hummingb i rd
>  Wi l low F lyca tcher
>  Hammond ’s  F lyca tcher
>  Marsh  Wren
> Cass in ’s  F inch
> Song  Sparrow
> Common 
   Ye l lowthroat  ( top)
>  Ye l low-headed  B l ackb i rd
>  Red-w inged  B l ackb i rd

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  i s  an  emphas i s  on  
s c i ence -ba sed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  
o f  b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  
on  loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  pa r t -
ne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  conse r -
v a t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  con fe r  
l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  pa r t i c ipa t ion  
in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  l andowner s  
and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  an  in i t i a l  
spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  war r an t  
p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by submit -
t ing  your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  To get  to  Safe  Harbor  Marsk ,  fo l low highway 93 
nor th to  Rocky Point  Rd.  Turn r ight  and then r ight  again 
onto King’s  Point  Rd.  There  are  conser vancy  s igns  about  1.5  
mi les  east  to  enter.    

For  more  in format ion  contac t  Amy Seaman : 
a seaman@mtaudubon .org , or  

J anene  L i ch tenberg : J anene_L ich tenberg@SKC .edu
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