
  
        The Clark Fork River-Grass Valley IBA encompasses 
about 35 km of r iver corridor and adjacent uplands between 
Missoula and Huson. More than 230 species of  birds have 

been recently documented in the area.  Species of  
continental  concern nesting here include Bald Eagle,  

Peregrine Falcon, White - throated Swif t ,  Lewis’  
Woodpecker,  Red-naped Sapsucker,  and Willow 
Flycatcher.  Habitats  include cottonwood gal ler y 
forests ,  r iparian wil lows,  diverse wetlands,  grass -
lands,  woody draws,  and pasturelands,  with most 

of the area in private ownership.  

Birders have been aware of the habitat  and wildli fe 
values of this  s i te for many years.  Since 2000, Five Valleys 
Audubon Society has been working with Five Valleys Land 
Trust to increase community awareness about the importance 
of this  IBA to birds and other wildl i fe and its  vulnerabil i ty  
to development.  Many conser vation oppor tunities  exist ,  from 
habitat  management to establishment of conser vation ease -
ments.  The pressing threats  of  development and habitat  loss 
give urgent priority to these and other conser vation actions.  
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Clark Fork River /Grass  Val ley  IBA

www.mtaudubon.org

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide    
essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          

par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    
migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons
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 - MT Important Bird Areas

Lazul i  Bunt ings  
and  Cal l iope 
Hummingbirds  
re ly  on  hab i t a t s  
w i th in  th i s  IBA .



 - MT Important Bird Areas

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  emphas i z e s  s c i ence -  
ba s ed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  
b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s      
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

>  Ba ld  Eag le
>  Ca l l iope  Hummingb i rd
>  Hooded  Merganser
>  Lazu l i  Bunt ing
>  Lewi s ’  Woodpecker  (above)

>  Pec tora l  Sandp iper
>  Peregr ine  Fa l con
> P i l ea ted  Woodpecker
>  Red-eyed  V i reo
 

For more in format ion contact  
Amy Seaman: aseaman@mtaudubon.org  

woodpecker  photo by Bob Evans
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