
  
          Freezeout Lake is  a natural  s ink surrounded by shor t -
grass  prairie at  the base of the Rocky Mountain Front.  A shal low 
lake dominates the site,  that also contains smaller ponds with 
abundant emergent vegetation. The entire IBA is  a wildl i fe 

management area (WMA) owned by the state and adminis -
tered by the Montana Depar tment of Fish,  Wildli fe 

and Parks.  Over 200 species of  birds have been docu-
mented, thousands of water fowl breed here,  and 
hundreds of thousands of birds (water fowl and 
shorebirds combined) congregate during migration. 
Recent counts of white geese (Snow and Ross 's )  in 

early spring have exceeded 300,000 individuals .  A 
large colony of Franklin 's  Gulls  nest  on the main lake,  

as  do Eared and Western grebes.  Breeding shorebirds 
include Long-bi l led Curlews,  Marbled Godwits ,  and Wilson's  
Phalarope.  Freezeout Lake WMA receives high vis i tat ion in fal l ,  
when water fowl and pheasant hunters congregate to take advan-
tage of state -owned land for hunting and birdwatching is  popu-
lar in late March and early Apri l  when abundant migrants are 
present.  The emergent vegetation and shor tgrass prairie are in 
good shape,  however water levels  in the wetlands and main lake 
are at  r isk due to surrouding irrigation and drought.
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Freezeout  Lake IBA

www.mtaudubon.org

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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Snow and  
Ross ’s  Goose  
re ly  on  hab i t a t s  
w i th in  th i s  IBA .



For  more  in format ion  contac t  
Amy Seaman : a seaman@mtaudubon .org  

pha larope photo by Bob Mar t inka
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       Freezeout  
Lake

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  emphas i z e s  s c i ence -  
ba s ed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  
b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  
p r i v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  
pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  
conse r va t ion .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  
con fe r  l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  
l andowner s  and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  
an  in i t i a l  spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  
war r an t  p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  
a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  

Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s  a s soc i a ted  
w i th  the  IB A 

>  Amer i can  Avocet
>  Amer i can  Wigeon
> Canada  Goose
> Canvasback
> Common Go ldeneye
> Common Tern
> Doub le -cres ted  Cormorant
>  Eared  and  Western  Grebe
> Frank l i n ’s  Gu l l
>  Lesser  Scaup
> Long -b i l l ed  Cur lew
> Marb led  Godwi t
>  Nor thern  P in ta i l
>  Nor thern  Shove ler
>  Red-breas ted  Merganser
>  Red-necked  Pha l a rope
> Ross ’s  and  Snow Goose
> Ruddy  Duck
> Tundra  Swan
> Wi l son ’s  Pha l a rope  ( above)
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