
        Red  Rock  Lake s  Na t iona l  Wi ld l i fe  Re fuge  i s  a  
h i gh - e l e va t ion  wet l and ,  r ipa r i an ,  and  shrub l and  complex  
w i th in  the  Centenn ia l  Va l l e y.  Red  Rock  Creek  f l ows  
th rough  the  re fuge ,  c rea t ing  Upper  Red  Rock  Lake ,  R i ve r  

Mar sh ,  and  Lower  Red  Rock  Lake  mar sh l ands .  The  
dec iduous  r ipa r i an  hab i t a t  i s  domina ted  by  s eve r a l  

spec i e s  o f  w i l l ow  and  t rembl ing  a spen .  The  a rea  
a l so  cont a in s  mar shy  wet l ands ,  and  s agebrush .  
The  ma j e s t i c  Centenn ia l  Mount a in s  borde r ing  
the  re fuge  p rov ide  snowmel t  runo f f  tha t  rep l en -

i she s  the  wet l ands  each  sp r ing .  More  than  230  
spec i e s  o f  b i rd s  have  been  documented  he re ,  and  

f i f t e en  spec i e s  re l i an t  on  th i s  s i t e  a re  o f  g loba l  o r  
con t inen t a l  conse r va t ion  conce rn .  An  e s t ima ted  2 ,000  

pa i r s  o f  F r ank l in ' s  Gu l l s  ne s t  he re ,  a s  do  more  than  200  
pa i r s  o f  Whi te - f a ced  Ib i s  and  even  Trumpete r  Swans .   A  
pa i r  o f  Pe reg r ine  Fa l cons  and  th ree  pa i r s  o f  Ba ld  Eag l e s  
have  ne s ted  on  the  re fuge  fo r  many  yea r s .  The  hab i t a t  i s  in  
good  cond i t ion  bu t  th rea t s  inc lude  sp read  o f  inva s i ve  
weeds ,  human  caused  change s  in  wa te r  l e ve l s ,  and           
deve lopment  ad j a cen t  to  the  re fuge .
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Frankl in ’s  Gul l  
and  Trumpeter  
Swans  re ly  on  hab -
i t a t s  w i th in  th i s  IBA .

B
ir

d 
Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

B
ob

 M
ar

ti
nk

a

Impor tant  B i rd  Areas  are s i tes  that  prov ide
    essent ia l  hab i ta t  for  threatened , un ique , or          
par t i cu lar l y  abundant  spec ies , dur ing breed ing ,    

migrat ion , or  w inter  seasons .
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Hawk owl  photo by Bob Mar t inka
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Notab le  b i rd  spec ie s       
a s soc i a ted  w i th  the  IBA 

>  Ba ld  Eag le
>  Brewer ’s  Sparrow (above)

>  Doub le -cres ted  
   Cormorant  
>  Frank l i n ’s  Gu l l
>  Grea ter  Sage -grouse
> Peregr ine  Fa l con
> Trumpeter  Swan
> Whi te - f aced  Ib i s  

Coord ina ted  by  B i rdL i fe  In te rna t iona l ,  the  Impor t an t  
B i rd  Area s  ( IBA)  P rog ram i s  a  g loba l  in i t i a t i ve  a imed  a t  
iden t i f y ing  and  conse r v ing  the  mos t  impor t an t  p l a ce s  fo r  
b i rd s .  The  IBA Prog ram’ s  founda t ion  emphas i z e s  s c i ence -  
ba s ed  iden t i f i c a t ion ,  a s s e s sment ,  and  conse r va t ion  o f  
b i rd s  and  the  hab i t a t s  needed  to  su r v i ve .  IBAs  re l y  on  
loca l  s t ewardsh ip  and  focus  on  engag ing  ind i v idua l s ,  p r i -
v a te  l andowner s ,  l o ca l  communi t i e s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  pa r tne r  
o rgan i z a t ions ,  and  gove rnment  agenc i e s  in  s i t e  conse r va -
t i on .  Impor t an t  B i rd  Area  de s i gna t ion  doe s  not  con fe r  
l e ga l  o r  re gu l a to r y  s t a tu s  to  a  s i t e .  In s tead ,  pa r t i c ipa t ion  
in  conse r va t ion  i s  vo lunt a r y  on  the  pa r t  o f  l andowner s  
and  l and  manage r s .  IBA boundar i e s  s e r ve  a s  an  in i t i a l  
spa t i a l  gu ide  and  he lp  iden t i f y  a rea s  tha t  war r an t  
p r io r i t i z a t ion  fo r  p rotec t ion  and  conse r va t ion  a c t ions .    

You can help with the conser vat ion of  this  IBA by 
submitt ing your  bird obser vat ions  through Montana Natural  
Heri t age  Program or  at  ebird.org ,  an onl ine bird s ight ing 
database .  

For  more  in format ion  contac t  
Amy Seaman : a seaman@mtaudubon .org , 
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