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As widespread, apex predators, raptors are
useful indicators of ecosystem health!






head - on
Soaring
gliding



wing - on

Tail - away









Broad-winged
Hawk

Wiki commons




Red-tailed Hawk
adult

Bob Martinka photo



Red-tailed Hawk
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broad, strong wings typically of a
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Rough-legged Red-tai
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“scalloped” scapular and back feathers
dark flight feathers
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Swainson’s Hawk
juvenile






Ferruginous Hawk (Adult)




long wings

Ferruginous Hawk (Adult)

dark comma

adult tail color /
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Ferruginous









Broad-winged Hawk
(spring & fall migrant)
crow-sized

no carpal markings

no patagial bars

adult tail color

dark trailing edge of wings
Wiki commons




Adult Juvenile

mottled scapulars
(both ages)

streaked vs. barre



Red-tailed Hawk color morphs
light, intermediate (rufous), and dark




Red-tailed Hawk
(western subsp.)




Harlan’s Hawk



Harlan’s Haw

dark trailing edge
of wings

dark patagi

light, barred tail




Krider’s Hawk



Krider’s Hawk



relatively Swainson’s Hawk color morphs

darker hood
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dark hood




Rufous

dark flight
feathers
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pointed, falcon-like
wings
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Light morphs

RTHA FEHA RLHA SWHA BWHA



Dark morphs

RTHA FEHA RLHA SWHA BWHA



Aberrant or luecistic feathers — Red Tail

Janet Hug — MI - photo












‘\)ld white superciliary or eyebrow

‘“scalloped” scapular and back feathers

Northern Goshawk
(juvenile)






Juvenile
- Coop/Sharpie
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even trailing edge or’"sh.ort- ‘
rounded wings . )
in fall

Symmetrical wing or
molt may be evident

white tail tif

white tail tip

horizontal barring

Adult
Coop/Sharpie

Juvenile
Coop/Sharpie



Sharp-shinned: rounded Coop: rectangular
head head



Cooper
's Hawk

adules Sharp-shinned

Hawk . .
juveniles



“wristy” leading edge

small head
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Sharp-shinned Hawk Cooper’s Hawk




































Merlin Adults

(male)

(female)



Merlin Adults

(male)

(female)





















American Kestrel
(female/juvenile)
(adult female)






























Osprey: Flying ‘M’ in the sky!
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Strong dihedral!




Bald Eagle
(Adult)



Bald Eagles:
Plank-like wings!







Juv. Bald Eagle:
White wing linings

. 1-2 years

light belly of
second year

light underwing

coverts \

dark head
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Golden Eagle

Tony Hisgett



Golden Eagle (Adult)

golden nape

almost all dark wings and tail —

Tony Hisgett


















Golden Eagle
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Golden Eagle - juvenile

Bald Eagle

Bald Eagle - Basic |



Bald Eagle

Golden Eagle






Details matter!

Northern
Harrier

Rough-legged hawk
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